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'One Household 

THE ORIENTAL ROOM. 

THE alarming statement is made by a daily paper 

that" to be strictly up to date one must have a room 

where the East breathes forth from every corner." It 

is to be hoped that this tip is itself out of date and with

out foundation of proper authority. There is abso

lutely no reason why any American house should con

tain an Oriental room, and there is every reason why 

they should not be universal. One has but to visit the 

shops that maintain rooms of this description to realize 

how thoroughly un-American and uncivilized such 

apartments are. Many really effective pieces of deco

rative stuffs enter into the ornamentation of such 

rooms. and that much Oriental art is of the very high

est decorative and artistic quality goes without saying. 

But the average article from the East which finds its 

way to the American market is sorry art, and there is 

little to be had of genuine art quality. Apart from 

this. however, is the undeniable fact that Eastern 

rooms belong to Eastern civilizations; they are neither 

American nor modern; why, then. have one, unless one 

is oneself a barbarian ? 

DEPARTMENT STORE DECOR ATIVE ART. 

DECORATIVE art as interpreted by decorative objects 

-vases, plaques, ornaments and objects of like nature 

-as offered by the department stores is dreary stuff. 

There is no reason why it should be so, for these grE'at 

emporiums employ many people to find goods for them, 

and have facilities for finding products that lesser 

dealers seldom have. Where the horrors are accumu

lated is a puzzle; but while they are bad enough to see 

they are not so depressing when spread out on the 

store's tables as the thought that people buy these 

goods and think highly of them. Of course a tableful 

of tasteless vases or foolish human figures is worse 

many times than one of these articles set up in a 

small room; but the generality of these goods is so 

depressing that leagues to discourage their purchase 

would be helpful in the cause of good art. Department 

stores are very commercial affairs, in which the desire 

to help the people rests on the comfortable basis of 

profits sure and certain. So long as people buy dis

tressful works of art-so-called-just so long will they 

be supplied. But there is a wonderful opportunity for 

good decorative art at moderate prices. 

A CONDENSED BATH. 

WHAT may, for want of a better term, be called a 

condensed bath, has been placed on the English mar

ket. It is a combination of bath, sink and water heater. 

The sink is much like an ordinary one, but the closet 

beneath it contains a movable bath, which can be 

drawn out into the room, a movable outlet making 

connection with the drain. Under one end of the sink 

and over the bath is the water heater, connected with 

the supply pipe by means of a rubber tube. The water 

is heated by a gas burner beneath it. This combina

tion has been devised for very small houses not gen

erally supplied with bathrooms. 

STONE AND BRICK IN THE HOUSE. 

THE employment of uncovered stone, marble or brick 

in the interior of the house is a questionable expedient 

that should be used with the utmost care. That these 

materials are decorative goes without saying, and it is 

equally true that they can be and are most ornamental. 

But none of them are suited to northern climates, and 

they are much too cold for the average northern hOllse. 

The first aim of a house should be to be comfortable, 

and no material should be used which detracts from 

this end in any way. Even the marble mantelpiece 

has made way for the warmer wooden one. 

BAMBOO. 

In household furnishing and decoration, says an ex

change, the bamboo offers unlimited variety. Thus 

far it has been employed in this country for picture 

frames, easels, fancy chairs, and curtain poles. In the 

Orient the larger sizes, which range from three to 

twelve inches in diameter, are sawed into various 

lengths and used for card receivers, sugar bowls, cigar 

boxes, hand trays, spoon holders, umbrella stands, 

drinking utensils, anrl jewel boxes. The larger ones 

are cut through and sawed with scroll saws into vari

ous patterns, which are utilized as jardinieres or the 

holders of pewter boxes, incense cases, and mantel 

ornaments. When softened by hot water and split into 

thin strips these can be woven with cord into veranda 

and window shades, door mats, and hall mattings. 

A RESIDENCE AT PLAINFIELD. N. J. 

WE present on the cover and on pages 4, 5, 7 and 15 

a residence of Colonial treatment, which has been 

erected for P. V. R. Van Wyck, Esq., at Plainfield, New 

Jersey. The building is designed in a modified Dutch 

Colonial style. The underpinning and chimneys are 

built of German Valley stones, which have been in use 

as fences for many years, and in consequence are cov

ered with moss and lichen. The superstructure is of 

wood and the exterior framework is covered with clap

boards and are painted an old red, while the trimmings 

are painted white. The roof, which is covered with 

shingles, is stained a moss green. The exterior details 

of the house have been modeled after old examples, and 

the bay windows, which are shown on page 15, pre

sent the elaborate finish of the Colonial period. Dimen

sions: Front, 56 ft.; side, 58 ft., exclusive of piazza. 

Heigh t of ceilings: Cellar, 7 ft.; first story, 10 ft.; sec

ond story, 9 ft.; third story, 8 ft. 

The interior is finished off in a similar style to the 

exterior and shows much fine detail. The hall is 

trimmed with pine treated with white enamel, and 

the doors are of San Domingo mahogany. There is 

a paneled wainscoting and a massive wooden cornice. 

The hall is separated from the staircase hall by an 

arch supported on fluted Ionic columns. The stairway 

is finished in white enamel with mahogany rail; the 

detail of balusters being interesting, four different 

designs being used for each tread. There is an open 

fireplace in staircase hall built of Roman brick, with 

the faCings and a hearth of the same, and a mantel 

entirely of mahogany, with the upper panel over shelf 

provided with the family coat of arms cut in the 

center. 

The parlor is finished with white enamel with high 

baseboard, and contains a fireplace with Numidian 

marble facings and hearth and mantel which is a 

copy of the Wister home of Revolutionary fame. The 

den is trimmed with chestnut, which is stained black, 

and contains an old Dutch mantel with Dutch tile 

facings and hearth imported specially for the work. 

The library is treated with white enamel paint, and 

has mahogany doors, a paneled base, and an open fire

place, with Numidian marble facings and hearth 

and a mahogany mantel. On either side of the fireplace 

there are bookcases built in and provided with leaded 

glass doors. The dining-room is trimmed with quar

tered white oak, and it has a paneled wainscoting, ceil

ing beams, a mantel and china cabinets built in, and 

also a nook for buffet. The butler'S pantry is fitted 

with bowl, drawers, dressers and cupboard. The 

kitchen and servants' dining-hall are trimmed with 

pine treated natural, and are furnished with all the 

best modern conveniences. 

The second story is trimmed with pine and is treated 

with white enamel and is of the Colonial type. There 

are five bedrooms and a bathroom in the main house, 

and two servants' bedrooms and bathroom in the ex

tension over the kitchen. The bathrooms have tiled 

wainscoting and paved floors, and are furnished with 

porcelain fixtures and exposed nickelplated plumbing. 

There is a large well-fitted billiard room, maids' 

room and a large cedar closet on the third floor. The 

cellar contains a dark room for photography, drying

room, storerooms, laundry and furnace room. The 

house is heated by a hot water system and is lighted by 

electricity. Mr. A. L. C. Marsh, architect, 97 Nassau 

Street, New York. 

The engravings were made from photographs taken 

specially for the BUILDING MONTHLY. 

ENGINE HOUSE No. 31, NEW YORK CITY, N. Y. 

THE engraving shown on page 1 presents Engine 

House No. 31, of the New York Fire Department, at 

Elm and White Streets, New York City, N. Y. The 

building is a very fine example of the French Renais

sance style of Francis I. period, and is the most ornate 

building of its class in the City of New York. It 

forms a very happy oasis in its mercantile surround

ings. The building is constructed of dressed Indiana 

limestone and Powhattan brick, which is a grayish 

brick of the color of the limestone, which makes a 

most harmonious effect. The dormers in roof are of 

Indiana limestone and are handsomely carved, while 

the trimmings throughout are of a similar stone. The 

roof is covered with blue slate and copper cornice, 

gutters, etc. The main floor is laid with English 

klinker brick, and the walls and ceiling are covered 

with a white enameled brick. This floor contains the 

water truck, two engines and the fuel depot, which is 

placed on White Street. The second floor contains the 

dormitory and bathroom, which are fitted up in the 

most scientific and sanitary manner. There is a gym

nasium and a billiard room on the third floor, trimmed 

with yellow pine, which is treated natural. Messrs. 

Le Brun & Sons, architects, Metropolitan Life Build

ing, No. 1 Madison Avenue, New York. 

The engravings were made from photographs taken 

speCially for the BUILDING MONTHLY. 
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'One Garden 

PERGOLAS. 

THE pergola is now so common a feature of the ar

chitectural garden that it would almost seem incom

plete without one. Like all excellent devices, it should 

have a reason in its use, and should not be set up in a 

garden, however large, unless it fits in with its style and 

has a definite reason for its introduction. The word 

is of Italian origin, and means a wooden horizontal 

trellis supported by columns or posts. The latter may 

stand free or have an upright trellis between them. 

The structure is so beautiul, it is such an admirable 

covering for a favorite walk, it fits in so completely 

with an elaborate Italian garden that its popularity is 

readily accounted for. In their most elaborate form 

they are carefully designed structures, planned and ar

ranged by an architect, who will see that the propor

tions of the columns are correct and the whole a proper 

piece of architecture. Less ornate structures are some

times quite as successful as the pergolas having the 

mark of the architect. Many old Italian pergolas are 

solid square stone piers supporting a framework of 

poles or timber. In England rustic pergolas are some

times made of larch poles which are supported by stout 

wooden posts. But, whatever the form, the vines with 

which they are intended to be covered are an essential 

parts. Pergolas are not built as graceful structures 

having a beauty of their own alone. They may have 

that in adundance, and be real works of art, but their 

real purpose is to support vines, and until they have 

bee.n well covered with trailing foliage they have not 

completed their purpose. 

The illustrations on page 7 reproduce three recent 

American pergolas, each of great beauty. The one at

tached to the residence of E. C. Benedict, Esq., at 

Greenwich, Conn., was designed by Messrs. Carrere & 

Hastings, architects, New York. That belonging to the 

residence of P. V. R. Van Wyck, Esq., at Plainfield, 

N. J., was designed by Mr. A. L. C. Marsh, architect, 

New York. The third example, from the residence of 

A. M. Young, Esq., Pine Orchard, Conn., was designed 

by Mr. Wilfred E. Griggs, architect, Waterbury, Conn. 

GARDENS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS. 

Boys and girls who are fond of the garden and or 

gardening will not wish to "lay down the shovel and 

the hoe" as soon as spring planting and summer culti

vation are over, remarks Home and Flowers. There is 

work for them all the year round if they would keep 

up the succession of flowers from the pale snowdrops 

of March until the witch hazel in October woods waves 

its last goodby to summer. Even the interval be

tween October and March need not be flowerless. Flor

ists' windows are crowded with little boxes filled with 

all manner of mysterious gray and brown and yellow 

bulbs. Can you resist them? For winter bloom there 

are hyaCinths to be grown in pots or in glasses of wa

tel'; jonquils and daffodils for deep, rich earth in pots 

or boxes; Chinese sacred lilies for glass dishes; cro

cuses, freesias, tulips and other good things, waiting to 

be hurried into bloom. 

THE BOSTON FERN. 

THE popularity of the Boston fern, says a recent 

writer, has been phenomenal. Many florists who were 

quick to recognize a good thing when they saw it have 

realized a large amount of money from its cultivation. 

Several new varieties have been developed by enter

prising dealers, "'hich have grown from "sports." One 

sent out for the first time, the past fall, from a Boston 

florist, has the name of Fosteriana. In it the pinnae 

have the characteristic division of the large frond, or, 

in other words, each leaflet is a miniature frond, with 

leaflets of its own. This gives the plant a most strik· 

ing appearance. It has a mossy look which will at 

once attract attention. For grace and general beauty 

it is predicted that this new fern will bear off the palm. 

A florist in New York State has also a sport from the 

Boston fern. It is something like the variety just de

scribed, and yet so unlike it in general appearance 

that it is considered quite distinct, and those who have 

seen it growing in its owner's greenhouses predict a 

great popularity for it, as soon as its merits become 

known. 

THE WIKTER GARDEN. 

The winter garden may not be more than a few pots 

of flowers or a box at the window, yet it may be the 

source of as much pleasure as a large conservatory. 

Plants are more decorative for the house in winter 

than in summer, when one lives out of doors. 
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